Wound botulism.
It is well recognized that food contamination can result in botulism either from ingestion of performed toxin, in classical botulism, or through absorption of toxin from bacteria within the gut, in infant botulism. Botulism due to contamination of wounds with Clostridium botulinum is not commonly recognized. We report a case of wound botulism occurring in an eight-year-old boy, characterized by early ptosis, dysphagia and dysarthria and then followed by progressive generalized paralysis and fixed dilated pupils, but with intact sensorium. Management consisted of early wound debridement and prolonged intensive respiratory and nutritional support. Recovery was complete.